February 9, 2015

Senator Catherine Osten, Co-Chair
Representative Phillip Miller, Co-Chalr

Re: SUPPORT of Senate Bill No. 188; An act Concerning Municipal Mandate Relief
Dear Chairs and members of Planning and Development Committee:

On behalf of the Connecticut Assoclation of Zoning Enforcement Officers (CAZED), we are writing to you
to express our support for Senate Bilt 188. The proposed fegisiation allows the posting of public hearing
noticas and notice of decisions {by land use boards and commissions) on municipal websites. This
legislation would help ease the budgetary burdens faced by all municipalities in Connecticut and also
make this Information more accessible to the general public.

The Connecticut Association of Zoning Enforcement Officers (CAZEO) was founded in 1975 as the
professional organization representing individuals employed as Zoning Enforcemant Officers throughout
the State of Connecticut. Currently, CAZEO has over 140 members which represent over a 110
communities in Connecticut, '

CAZEO was formed to bring professionalism and Integrity to the Land Use process and we strive to hold
our members to such standards. CAZEO fully supports transparency In government and the public’s right
to be informed of all of the activities of local boards and commissions.

As you may know, Section 8-7d of the CT State Statutes requires that every municipality post two (2}
jegal notices for every public hearing before all the Ltand Use Boards and Commissions (i.e.: Planning &
Zoning Commiission, Inland Wetlands Commission, Historic District Commission and the Zoning Board of
Appeals) and a notice of decision for EVERY appealable decision that is made by the Board or
Commission.

On average Land Use Commissions meet once a month and typically a notice of decision is required after
each meeting. Theoretically, each municipality is required to publish roughly thirty-six notices per year.
The average cost per newspaper publication of each notice Is approximately $100.00. if a public hearing
is required, the advertising cost to the municipality, for the same development, could easlly exceed

$700.00.

Communities are required to pay these increases In order to remain compliant with state statutes. This
increase coupled with other economic factors, has caused the need for Communities to make tough cuts
in staffing, training, services and supplies, Some municipalities have tried to re-coop this cost by
increasing their application fees; this increase along with the doubling of the state fee in recent years
has made application fees astronomically high making some projects unfeasible for small business
owners or residents.

For example, if a small business owner wants to put an addition on and is within the regulated area of
wetlands he/she will be required to get both a wetlands permit and Permit from P&Z, The application
fees for these permits (varies per Town) could be anywhere between $350 - $500 and more.  If public



hearings are required, the advertising cost to the municipality for the same application could easily
exceed $700 for the same project. As you see, this project which would increase tax revenue and grow a
small business would cost the municipality a few hundred dollars and from a property owner’s

perspective, they would feel the sting of these Increased fees before private finances are secured for the

project,

To give you specific data on how much money is spent by the municipality each year, CAZEO polled our
members to see how much their respective towns are spending on advertisement for varlous land use
commissions, On average, a town is spending $6,000.00 a year on advertisement costs. Here are a few
specific examples fror members of our organization concerning the amount of money being spent on
legal advertisement:

Avon $6,000.00

Bristol $9,965.00

Simsbury  $9,000.00

Torrington  $7,200.00

The numbers spent may seern small from an overall budget perspective, but when tocal officlals struggle
with balancing the hudget, meeting the needs of their residents and complying with other “unfunded”
mandates every dollar counts. $6,000 or more a year could create a part time position, support tocal
recreation programs or other services that citizens can benefit from.

In addition, newspaper subscriptions rates are in a decline and internet access Is growing. It Is evident
that a growing number of peaple are get their news on-line When people want to know what's going
on in their town, they go to the source of the Information, the Town's website, this Is the appropriate
place for meeting agenda, minutes AND legal notices, An added benefit to pasting such notices on a web
site Is that they would reach a much broader audience such as resldents who are on vacation and

developers who are out of siate,

An interested party would be able to see all buslness of their towns’ boards and commission by simply
accessing the web slte 24 hours a day 7 days a weeX from the date the notice was posted until after the
hearing/appeal period Is over. Currently, the notice is only avallable when the tegal notices are
published the two {2} days, sometime between ten {10} & fifteen (15) days and two {2) & ten {10} days,
before the public hearing or one {1) day after the declsion, sometime within the next 15 days after the
deciston, This Bill just makes sense, Towns would no longer face the.continual costs associated with
newspaper postings and the public would have more access to their local boards and commissions,

The State of Connecticut has moved to posting of actions by varlous agencies online. This change has
helped the general puhlic gain a greater understanding of how the state government waorks, This process

should be copled at a local {evel too.

In closing, CAZEO asks that members of Planhing and Development support Senate Bill 188. Thank you

for your attentlon to this matter.
L/ L]

Robin Newton Michae! Gildden
Prestdent Vice Presldent /Leglslative Liaison




